
 

QUICK TAKES • Single People in the United States 

 
 

 

 

POPULATION 

 In March 2005, 53.1% of single people ages 15 and over were women. 1 

 

 Female Male 

Never married 30,664,000 36,367,000 

Divorced 13,003,000 9,258,000 

Widowed 11,112,000 2,725,000 

Total 54,779,000 48,350,000 

 

 74.7% of women and 86.2% of men ages 20-24 have never been married, 41.5% of women and 55.2% of men ages 25-
29 have never been married, and 23.8% of women and 32.0% of men ages 30-34 have never been married. 1 

 42.9% of women 65 and older are widowed, compared to 13.7% of men in the same age group. 1 

 For women and men ages 50-54, 18.7% of women and 13.8% of men are divorced. 1 

 

LIVING ARRANGEMENTS 

 In March 2005, there were 17,330,000 women 18 and older living alone2, up from 15,312,000 in March 1998. 3 

 Women living alone represented 67.0% of one-person households in 1970 and declined to 57.5% of one-person 
households by 2005. Although there are still more households with women living alone, men living alone has had a 
higher growth rate since 1970. 2, 3 

 

 

Percent Men or Women Living Alone, 1970 to 2005 2, 3, 4 
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MARRIAGE AND CHILDREN  

Median Age of First Marriage for Women and Men 15 Years and Over, 1970-2005 3, 5  
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 In March 2005, there were 10,366,000 single mothers with children under 18, and they had a labor force 

participation rate of 76.7% (7,949,000 single mothers in the labor force). This is compared to 2,469,000 single fathers 
with children under 18, and they had a labor force participation rate of 89.0% (2,197,000 single fathers in the labor 
force). 6 

 

LABOR FORCE 

 The labor force participation rate for single women in 2005 was 57.8%. 7 
o 19,183,000 never married women were in the labor force, with a participation rate of 66.0% 
o 9,157,000 divorced women were in the labor force, with a participation rate of 70.5% 
o 2,100,000 widowed were in the labor force, with a participation rate of 18.9% 

 

EARNINGS AND INCOME 

 Single women ages 35-44 had the highest average annual expenditures of all age groups at $31,524. 8 
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